


























Back Roads

The Game
Changer

A passion for hockey fuels
Steve Yzerman BY CHRIS POWELL

on. Steve Yzerman has been all those throughout more

than 20 seasons as a premier NHL player, but it was his
extraordinary leadership abilities that set him apart from his
peers and earned him the enduring nickname The Captain.
Since retiring in 2006, the 44-year-old has put those skills to
use in a fast-rising executive career. He is currently a vice pres-
ident with the Detroit Red Wings, where he spent his entire
playing career, and last year was named executive director of
the Canadian men’s hockey team for the Vancouver Winter
Olympics. On November 9th of this year, he entered the Hock-
ey Hall of Fame as the sixth leading points-getter of all time.
Clearly, Yzerman is in a league of his own.

I I ockey ambassador. Goal scorer. Stanley Cup champi-

What do you drive?

A GMC Yukon Denali and an Audi S8. I've been driving the
Yukon for a long time. We have three children and three dogs,
and we drive back and forth from Detroit to our cottage a cou-
ple of hours north of Toronto. I can get a lot of stuff in it, the
kids have TVs, so they can watch a movie, the dogs have space,
and it’s really comfortable to drive. With the S8, I like driv-
ing a sedan, but I also like sports cars. It’'s a good combination
of the two.

You obviously played a lot of hockey as a kid, which must have
meant a lot of driving. What are your memories of those trips?
We had a station wagon that we crammed all the equipment in
and away we went. There were a lot of 5 a.m. freezing-cold win-
ter mornings when we’d jump in the car and go to practice.

What was it like in the NHL?
I used to ride to the rink a lot with Chris Chelios, and he drives
a lot of old Caddies and Lincolns. He would always pick me
up in vintage cars like an old Lincoln. We were like the Blues
Brothers driving to the rink.

Do you have a favourite drive?

I love driving on the roads through northern Michigan. It’s re-
ally nice up there, with beautiful sunsets and really nice country
roads with lots of hills.
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You once starred in a commercial for the Metro Detroit Ford
Dealers. Wayne Gretzky was a longtime car spokesman, as
were former NHLers Bobby Orr and Darryl Sittler. Why do
hockey players make such good car pitchmen?

[Laughs.] Well, it’s not our acting ability, as you saw from my
commercial. I don’t know the answer, but every guy [in the
NHL] is into cars and trucks, that’s for sure. Pretty much every-
body seems to have an SUV of some sort. But it’s not because
we can act.

Not only are you overseeing the Canadian men's hockey team
for the Vancouver Olympics, but you also have an executive
role with the Red Wings. Life must be pretty hectic these days.
Being involved with the Olympic team goes hand in hand with
the Red Wings, and my schedule is pretty flexible. I’'m able to
go out and watch a lot of hockey games if I travel with the Red
Wings, and I try to pick the games that are relevant to Team
Canada. The Red Wings are a good team to watch these play-
ers play against, because our team is predominantly European.
A lot of these players will be the opponents for the Canadian
team at the Olympics, so it’s good for me to go out and watch.

What are your thoughts on your induction into the Hockey
Hall of Fame?

We all have these dreams as kids playing road hockey or watch-
ing the NHL on TV, but for me as a young guy I was just trying
to make it in the NHL. [In] your first few years, you're just try-
ing to get established, but things really flew by pretty quickly.
never really thought at any point of my career that upon retire-
ment I would go into the Hall of Fame. I got a call early in the
summer telling me I was going in and I was thrilled. CAA
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